
Waukesha County Cooperation Council 

Meeting Minutes 
January 23, 2017 

 

Opening 

The regular meeting of the Waukesha County Cooperation Council was called to order at 4:01pm 

on January 23, 2017 in the County Board Room of the Waukesha County Courthouse by County 

Executive Paul Farrow. 

 

Present 

Cities: Michele DeYoe, Delafield; Tom Hafner, Delafield; Scott Klein, Pewaukee; Joe Pieper, 

Waukesha; Steven Ponto, Brookfield. 

Towns: Doug Brahm, Lisbon; Matt Janecke, Lisbon. 

Villages: David Cox, Hartland; Robert Douglas, Chenequa; Jeffrey Knutson, Pewaukee; Neil 

Palmer, Elm Grove; Jeremy Smith, Sussex; John Weidl, Mukwonago; Fred Winchowky 

Mukwonago. 

Other: Paul Farrow, Waukesha County Executive, Jerry Deschane and Gail Sumi, League of 

Municipalities. 

Not Present 

Cities of Muskego, New Berlin, Oconomowoc; Towns of: Brookfield, Delafield, Eagle, Genesee, 

Merton, Mukwonago, Oconomowoc, Ottawa, Vernon, Waukesha; Villages of: Big Bend, Butler, 

Dousman, Eagle, Lac La Belle, Menomonee Falls, Merton, Nashotah, North Prairie, 

Oconomowoc Lake, Summit, Wales.  

 

Approval of Minutes 

A motion to approve the minutes from the October 24, 2016 meeting was made by Neil Palmer, 

seconded by Michele DeYoe. No discussion. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Agenda 
 

Presentation by the League of Municipalities Staff: 
Jerry Deschane & Gail Sumi of the League of Municipalities provided a Save the Date for the 

League’s Annual Conference in October 2017. Information can be found here: http://www.lwm-

info.org/731/119th-Annual-Conference.   

Jerry provided an overview of the 2015-16 Session and a look forward at the 2017-18 Legislative 

Session in the following presentation 

https://waukeshacountygovernment.box.com/s/3b8xoq0egm05a7lndt85pzjpl4i709av.  

 

58% of the bills the League supported in 2015-16 were enacted into law, only 5 bills that were 

not supported were enacted. This level of success is due to the fact that the League is spending 

much more time speaking with legislators. They plan to spend more time putting the League 

http://www.lwm-info.org/731/119th-Annual-Conference
http://www.lwm-info.org/731/119th-Annual-Conference
https://waukeshacountygovernment.box.com/s/3b8xoq0egm05a7lndt85pzjpl4i709av


members together with legislators going forward. A few highlights of last session: Act 317, Act 

392, Act 219, Four TIF Study Committee Bills, Act 286 (see the presentation for details).  

Priorities for this upcoming session: strengthen local democracy, preserve local revenue sources, 

increase shared revenue funding, fix the shortfall in transportation funding, halt an increase of 

property tax burden from being shifted to homeowners, end dark store strategy, restore municipal 

authority to regulate location of cell towers in residential districts, enact four remaining TIF 

study committee bills, make it easier for communities to invest in replacing underground 

infrastructure, pursue levy limit technical changes, create more flexible options for complying 

with phosphorus water quality standards.  

How you can help: sing up for your legislator’s newsletters, make sure your legislators are 

receiving your municipal newsletter (if you have one), invite your legislators to your next 

council/board meeting to talk about the budget and give them a tour of municipal facilities; sign 

up for the League’s Lobby Team – First Lobby Day in Madison – February 15th; Stay 

informed—subscribe to the League’s Legislative Bulletin and Capitol Buzz.  

Future Topics for Discussion.  

There is still a concern for discussing liquor licenses and new legislation regarding Class A 

liquor licensure in the legislature. Possible transportation discussion, depending on what is 

currently occurring in the legislature. 

Adjournment 

Meeting was moved to adjourn at 4:58pm by Neil Palmer, seconded by Michele DeYoe. The 

next general meeting will be at 4:00pm on April 24, 2017 in the County Board Room AC350 of 

the Waukesha County Courthouse. 


